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shows the cases very clearly. Leaving the other items here to
tell their own story, attention may be directed to the better
showing made by meat than by milk. From the beginning of
the century there was a slow upward tendency in the totals of
United Kingdom cattle.1 But the increase in Great Britain was
on rather than/rom the soil. It is possible to cultivate land as a
source of food, whether for man or beast; it is possible also to
use it as standing-room for consumers of food grown elsewhere.
The latter plan had long been adopted in England for men; it
was now increasingly adopted for beasts also. Already in 1903
Balfour, when defending as prime minister before a deputation
headed by Chaplin the repeal of the Hicks Beach corn duty,
argued that for British farmers the purchase of corn as a feeding-
stuff was more important than its sale as a crop. Of oil seeds
(cotton seed, linseed, &c., used for cattle cake) the British
imports in 1899 were £6*2 millions; in 1913, £12*3 millions;
and other fodder imports increased similarly. It was mainly
beef production, not milk, that resulted. Scotland, with her
beef breeds, sent increasing numbers of calves and young stores
to be raised in England; and the Irish, though they combined
more dairying, developed their store cattle trade similarly.
Broad English acres, which had been under the plough till the
seventies and carried milking herds since, were now turned to
beef-fattening. This kind of farming employed less capital and
labour per square mile than any other; but a profit could be
made on it. Sheep between 1901 and 1913 rose from 26-3 mil-
lions to 27-6 millions, replacing cattle on the poor pastures, to
which so much former arable had fallen down; and pigs, though
increasing on the whole, fluctuated violently at short intervals
following the price of Russian barley.
Agricultural wages in England and Wales rose very little till
1912, when they were 4-9 per cent higher than in 1900. Next
year they jumped to 9 per cent.2 above 1900; which even so was
only just over half the rise of the price-index. Agricultural
Agriculture (Cd. 8305 of 1916). It must be understood that the figures do not indicate
the produce of each crop per acre devoted to it, but are obtained by dividing the
total tonnage of each product by one-hundredth of the total farmed acreage,
exclusive of mountain and waste.
1 In the thirteen successive years 1901-13, the figures (in millions) were 11-4,
ix% ii'4, xx-5, 11-6, 11*6, xx-6, 11-7, XX'7, 11-7, ix-8, 11-9, 11-9. In most years
rather more of the increase was in Great Britain than in Ireland, but the proportion
between their cattle populations (about 3 : 2) remained fairly constant.
a zyth Abstract qf Labour Statistics (Gd. 7733 of 19x5).

